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Context 
 Why Art? 

• Greater impact and 

deeper engagement 

with diverse park 

visitors  

• An interpretive tool 

and problem-solving 

mechanism  





Role of Art/Artists on Trails 

• Designing 

• Interpreting 

• Engaging 

• Problem-Solving 

• Restoring 

























Sunflowers, An Electric Garden, Mags Harries & Lajos Heder, Austin, TX 



Sunflowers, An Electric Garden, Mags Harries & Lajos Heder, Austin, TX 



Proposed: Setting Forth, New Bedford Water Trail, Hannah Verlin 



Proposed: Setting Forth, New Bedford Water Trail, Hannah Verlin 











New England Trail: Thomas Cole 



New England Trail  
Artist-in-Residence 



Landscape Photographer 
Barbara Bosworth  











New England Trail Hespera Stones 







Chris Frost, Hespera Stones, New England National Scenic Trail 



http://youtu.be/6zRfLAbWPUk 

Chris Frost, Hespera Stones, New England National Scenic Trail 

http://youtu.be/6zRfLAbWPUk


Relevance: “Arts Afire” 

Showcase the meaning of parks 
to new audiences through 
dance, music, visual arts, writing, 
and social media.  
 
“We will launch 25 artist-led 
expeditions that involve youth in 
creating new expressions of the 
park experience through fresh 
perspectives and new 
technology.” 
 



3rd Eye Unlimited, New England National Scenic Trail 



3rd Eye Unlimited, New England National Scenic Trail 



3rd Eye Unlimited, New England National Scenic Trail 



3rd Eye Unlimited, New England National Scenic Trail 

http://youtu.be/uScknLtx2zg
http://youtu.be/uScknLtx2zg
http://youtu.be/uScknLtx2zg
http://youtu.be/uScknLtx2zg


Suggestions for Art on Trails 

• Engage visitors and enhance their experience and 
understanding of trails 

• Benefit and connect with the larger community 

• Highlight or draw attention to a unique aspect of the trail 

• Occur in specified zones along the trail and be temporary in 
nature (one year or less), with the exception of projects that are 
designed to be more permanent such as within visitor centers 

• Have minimal/no negative impact on natural and cultural 
resources 

• Be innovative in their fabrication approach and materials 
should be recycled or reusable afterward whenever possible 

• Be highly sensitive to safety issues relating to visitors/staff 
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